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A Study on the Improvement of Provincial Highway
Guide Sign System in Taiwan

Student : Hsieh Min-Lang Advisor : Dr. Hwang Cherng-Chwan

Institute of Traffic Transportation
National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

A well highway guide sign system could help highway users to
arrive their destinations by maps easily. Although the government has
invested a great amount of money in placing guide signs, highway users
still not satisfied. In order to increase the function of the guide sign
system, it is necessary to examine the problems of current provincial
highway guide signs and propose measures of improvement.

The purpose of this research is to explore the current problem of the
provincial highway guide signs and to develop a systematic procedure.
Through the systematic planning procedure, it could improve the guide
sign system dramatically. First of all, this research examines the major
problems of current guide sign system of provincial highways. Second, it
analyzes the opinions of highway users by conducting questionnaire
survey, and then develop a guide signs planning procedure that fits
Taiwan’s local situation and requirement based on the laws, rules and
literatures from Taiwan and abroad. The major characteristics of the
procedure are:

1. It provides a standard operation procedure for the installation of
provincial highway guide signs.

2.1t categorizes the guide signs by the characteristics of guidance
information, and provides different information for different service
function class of highways.

3. The selection of the place name fits the urban hierarchy. This will
make highway users easier to drive following a map.

4.1t provides a clear set of guidelines for the placement of freeways
(expressways) and interchange guide signs.

According to the result of case study, if the guide signs were
installed following the procedure proposed in this study, it will improve
the major problems of the current provincial highways.
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