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ABSTRACT

In the wake of increased intimacy in cross-strait relations, the
development of direct flights and the signing of the cross-strait Economic
Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA), cross-strait trade relations and
the level of interaction between Asian countries have increased. Thus, it
appears to be very important to gain an understanding of the status of the
major cities in Asia where Taiwanese merchants travel to and from, while
collecting and analyzing data regarding the social and economic background,
as well as the development of transportation systems of those cities, in order
to provide our country with basic information for the planning of
transportation-related policy. This study utilizes platforms such as the Eastern
Asia Society for Transportation Studies (EASTS); the Asian Institute of
Technology (AIT) Alumni Association; the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC); the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Urban Planning
Society of China (UPSC) in the Mainland; and international seminars to
collect and analyze data regarding the development prospectus, the trends in
the development of society, economy and transportation systems, as well as
the urban transportation indexes of the major cities in Asia and mainland
China. Specific policy recommendations are proposed as a reference for
authorities to identify future development strategies.
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