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ABSTRACT

In maritime cargo transportation services, the cargo weight is one of the
matters notified by the shipper. In addition, for the weight of the consignment,
the shipper shall guarantee its correctness to the carrier. The shipper shall be
held liable for warranty including damages, losses and costs arising from or in
connection with such incorrect notification. For the navigation and safety of life
and property at sea, the Maritime Safety Committee of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) has amended the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea to clearly regulate the verified gross mass (VGM) for
packed containers, which entered into force on October 1, 2016. Due to safety
concerns from misdeclaration or negligence of cargo weights, the shipper or his
authorized agent is required to submit the VGM for packed containers before the
shipment; otherwise, the shipment should not be performed. In order to discuss
guidelines of VGM, this research explores the legislative trends of the
international maritime conventions on cargo weight-related regulations.
Through an in-depth review of IMO and Taiwan'’s VGM regulations, it not only
puts forward suggestions on the acceptable scope and treatment of VGM errors
for practical applications, but also proposes amendments to Article 55 of
Taiwan's Maritime Law. The research results can be served as a reference for the
competent authorities in the formulation VGM regulations, and for suggestions
on the amendments to the Maritime Law in the future.

Key Words : Shippers, Cargo weights, Verified gross mass for packed
containers, International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
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B Sy B #H%%  (International Maritime Organization, IMO) FiBISHE LT EH
(Maritime Safety Committee, MSC) F* 2014 4F 6 H 9 H&sH 3@ % MSC.1/Circ.1475 » S1¢
HlEa GG B (Verified gross mass, VGM) FEFHT; [F4F 11 A 21 Hi@EE 380
(94) BEpas DB IF A S22 BRI (International Convention for the Safety of Life at
Sea, SOLAS) FfFIl 155 VI 525 2 e as 4~6 16 » JF5E 2016 45 7 H 1 HAESL : (HERIE
JRERATREE VGM R » £ 2016 4F 5 H 23 HFSZEEEA MSC.1/Cire.1548 ')+ F kAN
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BB PR aELHE X A i EYREEELH N - HE L » HEERZGE AN AZtE LE
RN BEYILEEEGE - W ATEAER VOM ; &8/ N FEBEAIRGEEEAE XA
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REHE o JAFEE M - FRE AN AR EEE R - (LB EEEE A - G2 L5
OB 35 it A E AR S E R A IRHEREE - TR LT AR SV EZ 2 - 51 IMO &%
BHTE © 2012 AR FEEEE (World Shipping Council) ~ BEEE#ii:E /A€ (International
Chamber of Shipping) - J¢iEHIBEIEREZZ 2 & (The Baltic and International Maritime
Council) ~ [ [ 17 € (International Association of Ports and Harbors) k¢ |5 [ES5eE 25 1T A
(International Transport Workers Federation) ZEfHH% @ Sz IMO K EBEIFFZE ~ TaifE ~ £ - 12
B5E » 7] MSC falain ~ EREEY K EME/ MEZ Eg1es - sHE RIRESRIEETT VGM -
TERRAEEAZURYE VGM %55 GRIEE ™) - fettis L EisE i 8 TIFBREES 2% -

& SOLAS A#JHIE VGM B - H AR Ry ORI T2 4 i FRE AR Fy VGM
ZEBTR  EREEYERNSENG - SEEREYEHEE - HX AR E
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gL ) - AR VGM A FEEATTRBIEHEEMR (International Organization for
Standardization, ISO 9001) Z#3# » #¥Iim KATEMEAERL - I ATSKEPE &5 R
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T o FARERFFHRIIES 40 6 - SEEEARETERRE DE)  ERAEREERS
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WERBENERGES 54 BHUE - EWEREREE CRAEE, —  HEWEETHR
B/L » HEEE RS AR ECHT RS 5 (EREHEEE 55 BUE - MRS E S AGEEA
(R EIE - FREBNERGEERFE TR R RIS IE - BBk RGN (T B S sk
U6Ty o JH #0536 SOALS AKIHREIE R » B LEREA LS MBSy R - EiESLH
T - EE TS A fHEAERS - BT B - IRELAHRIAZ » RS TR
Rl -

24 REFR

B EAHRANTIE L E RS A REE A R A R A E R - SR EG TR E A
B E B EMUTERCE A IR R — R B AR B AR 04 - B2 SOLAS
AHIER VOM iR R B TR AT - AR T B ke Y 5 SOLAS 2
HIE VGM B - CoRfltE A e ftE & - PSR T4 % - R EMNEGE A
B VLEREY - AN tRBIRIHE A BB A L - AT A B IEZGE YA IR
LB MREEARKEYHERE L BRER - ATHEAS AN EYEERE - Kt
XAE R AHGEE A S A A5 » BRI -

TEEERFERI RN SOLAS A% VOM B Eia Rrtill A BV E S &R MAEHHE
BB R E A M < 8 - ASCE L EEHE AR E EER &5 > HX
#t IMO Fitfg MSC ¥t VGM MHBIAEIER A 734 » % SOLAS AFIHHERTIR S A - Famal
REIEE VM $EE ) R ZLE - ArEEHIRE VGM #8222 B HER - DURIRaAZ B IR
wh o BEERE] VOM BIHERT & BIER AH R AR -

- B EEAFMERAA ST S

AR AT BRI IERE A KRR E - B SRR I L EERR A ~ B - BE %
HBE A R EERPHRANSE - AT BV E EHR R TE RS -
3.1 BFHAIZHE

1924 FEHFIHE B — AR /A% (International Convention for the Unification of
Certain Rules of Law relating to Bills of Lading) » ffEig 1A (The Hague Rules) » 7F 1924
£ 8 H 25 H LM S ZE A BRI i A M A s » R 1931 4 6 H 2 HARSK s MBI
553 550 3 TEHUE » X A REGEE A REARZEYIR - REFEENZFEK - ER
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%6 B/L s 3% B/L #iHH . HIE P - FEAREEEE A BRI G 2 s s s
ELAEIE 3 655 5 TERBUE » 6 AERGHDR O e A M (R ARt Rt « fE8 -
H B B ARSI 2 R - SEE A RER SR A R IEHHEE H 2 R IEREFT A4 BT
YR~ EERE -

VLTRSS 3 655 5 TEIRREE A MEIAERE B IH (.2 3008 - 0% AR ES - &
SERRIERBEX AT - HARENIRENE A 55 BiTE N BHER » HEBAIRE
TR — VIR ~ W BB R SR T » S AR A R o (% A
SRR DL R G684 BT B TS » SRR EALIINZ S = A (3 B B
AUy o SEEE I - RS S OE - S EEE A A SE SR IERES AT 0 T
SLE A Y E R RS R -

3.2 BFRELTIERAIZE

1968 Fif—E BESHAFERAKIBIFEESE (Protocol to amend the International
Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law relating to Bills of Lading) $1¥t¥g4F 1
RISEITHE 7S S MERT - DARIFE RIS EARMUEYIR - 45 1968 48 2 H 3 H HLAIIRAAT & j fi i -
XIBATEERFTE (Brussels Protocol) » [KIFEE & U LA R Mg £ EE5e ik - i
B - LERRAI (The Hague-Visby Rules) » 2 1977 £ 6 H 23 HA% - HRAEHRE &R -
FGEA RGN B E RS - UE R S AR RE AN IEA S N34 - I8
- EERR AR RS -

3.3 ZEMBZME

1978 FEFF & BE_F EYEZX /N (United National Convention on the Carriage of Goods
by Sea) (I EENFIEIMCE 12 1978 4 3 H 31 HISEEEE @ i EHA] (The
Hamburg Rules) » MEVZFEHEA ~ 5#X A 2 EANZHERR » 1R 1992 5 11 5 1 HAERC: K8
HIIZE 15 5658 1 IERUE » BrEMEEIES - B/L HEEHEYE & R IHAEE S ; RIS 17
BRIRUE » FREA BT R CIAE X AYELR - HFrRfIA BL HREYEE LT - &
TEEMES o [RILSEHETN (ERERT 42 2 4825 BIE B/L Tl » FEE AR EEEA -

RIEE R AR EE A 5 i - —fREGEXAGT L EEY#EIXEK 2 A (Behalf a
contract of carriage of goods by sea has been concluded with a carrier) » B[JEEIE % A fiff5 52402
RN WR T EKETEA 5 SR EYR TR EEYEXRIIERIGE XA (Behalf
the goods are actually delivered to the carrier in relation to the contract of carriage by sea) » BIE&
SR TEREAZEEA TR TRERBEA § FIEEK ) 5 REEEHARNGRFUE I
RORERTE A M (B TELRE I ™ ) - St - FEFRF—SBEAIER VGM » fFEIA
Fiik - IMEMERREL TR - FBEASSHAN B E 88 - E e RANTEA
B IEA R N34 - BEERRIRARAS -
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3.4 HESBEISIBHERKIZRE

1980 S EEREY) % U EE /A (United Nations Convention on International
Multimodal Transport of Goods) fF 1980 4£ 5 H 24 HAHWEE]E » fEf 2 R BHENEK]
PRASEERES ~ A% ~ Yo~ 2 HEE - S ARER E AR EYR— B ER B —E
5 FEENENUERGERM T RAKIIER HEXAET - HSEEBAREES M (30
) - 25 AR (Faria ) o RAKIES 8 6658 | IEHUE - 2\ EH BRI EYTEE
FHAWEES - WEHEREEHRZEE A (Consignors) f2ft 3 FARKIE 12 B/ifiE - 2=
HEEARERYINY - EAFETR T2 E S EAER - A ERE S EYEE
FHIE - BRI -

IRBHEAKIE 8 FREAES 12 RBlE - BN EEEHRE AR - SRR
MBEEAGR THEARA ~ BIEAFE - SRS WSE S EA G 2 BEEE AT
Al A BHREARA ~ SiDAHAG TR - slHASK - BEVERER T EABEEEEAN A -
RIS FE - BB RIETE A EZAHAT » [RIGS - HBSE AR B E SRR - IR FUE
FEFEVE— R N QB A I B - (R SR (TR ) - BEEAK
FRFEE S 2 WiE B - SOLAS AR IHIHI EHEAEZEALRIZHEE A VGM - X » GE5E A fE5E
g FEAIEAS VOM 5 HAMGHIEERIGIE SOLAS AHIFTFHiIRS -

3.5 B AABIZAE

2009 FEFEESEEREE 0 1E BB EY)EX /K] (United Nations Convention on
Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea) 7F 2008 £E 12 H 11
SEEIRRATER TS EIEE 63 RS UEEmE - 1 2009 4 9 H 23 HiFREER P22 -
TRIZEREFHHAI (The Rotterdam Rules) o #R## Sturley ) #5H: » EEREPHH ARy BEHT B LA
SERTEIREARIRAES - (AT S BAGER T K - SZBIEEE AR — < HY - 1535 B (25
B) CEmAR I (20 B) - HAUERI LS % - (EPEPEA (Spain) ~ 28 (Togo) ~ [l
F (Congo) ~ M&ZE[E (Cameroon) + H%E (Benin) 57 5 B » i25 MARELRK -
HIRIES 29 fRMUE - BYPEREICEREN ~ FR RO - SERE AR DU H A S B R0
15 FLEAERIRFEAER A » BBy 7IEMERE » s#xXEY) - RGEX T A ERA
BRHER L YRR ~ BIEEHEABER o (A 31~ 35~ 36 Rl - FEHE A RIRFAIE XA
FRAC » HE BRI S s S ey RS B Tl RO R T R L IERE AR - SRE AR EY)
HE KGR 31 Rt ER - TReTE AN CEEEIERE T LIELR o BLE RN IERE T 2508
KEGHE » FEEAEREX AR -
KHIRIES 40 fRKUE - EYIIHE R B BRI - 2Ha 8% A BUEK 7Ly -
E AR MY RIS EVIERE AR R © (1) M35 A SR T PR B A e
B HAGHE A BGHEE AR EESE EYIRT - /U B R s e e - IR B S RC s
R 5 B (1) MEERE A TER S LS S N e e & o AR - BEREACK
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T RS L RGEST - SER A R AR - (B ARAT A R B AR
JE R BGERX A B 5 ARRRIRIES 29 BRAEA - EFRTE A BiE VOM L5 - 76l
XA HEE A IEAIEZ N4 - R TR RIIRRIISC -

3.6 &ZEEIA

S
nl
on
213

562 B T e - ER (M B R PR AR - P B Ty 22 S S
ok o ThI BRI 7 A - B AR SE S B IE - AR B R Rt —
M o BIESHEEAK A SV E BRI - 40% 1 Ao -

® 1 BEBEANHEVMEERREMRE

ALk 1924 4 | 1968 4E¥GHF | 1978 4F | 1980 4EB &y 2009 4E
VARE] | B LEERA] | B | ZBRES -f’J RS P B

e LERiRE LERiE T Bt THiEE
- E%HE | EEE B HAL e
S/ H 1924/08/25 | 1968/02/23 | 1978/03/31 1980/05/24 2009/09/23
INRIAERH 1931/06/02 | 1977/06/23 | 1992/11/01 M AR AR
AP ENSLT 10 20 30 20
S ‘
B B 4 [ 13 B B
(2020 4 11 H) 78 [ 30 B 3 3 5B
BYIHE) ERLIN ERLIN AL A BEN |2 -
FEHT (Shippers) (Shippers) (Shippers) | (Consignors) +L:% A (Shippers)

RYjE& S e | B EER | B ER | BRI
pgcns | PR BERR | o e | pomsn | SRR
Loy Wik | ik %%ﬁgﬁg | lggﬁgﬁ[;o H o g6
ettt |03 o 3w | IS BB

T JH FH EEE A
LI AN REVC | REVC | REWX RAEWIL RAEWI

ERIRIE « AT E bR o

HR 1 A GREYVEEIRN - EENEE CBIRAK) - BRAbREESAS
WAREHER BV E R B - EIHFEEA SRR E AR - WHZGERY) (FHEE) £
IEMESIERELE s TEY) () 28inT - EX LB S/HEEEY) (8) R - R EUIS -

HEH VOM B - AR HRAEE 40 BRI HEPEYE R E R - H¢'5T§4
TH (b) FBUE - MEwERE A SRR TR AR E - HATE A BLEX AR ESERY)
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A > FUEEERERPE - AR H B R ACHEN IR R SR E PR Al e LA T A
HEMEEE - H5 ¢ HEBREERIGTEAE - X NS HE SRR - HIR
ST E A AT E, -

& SOLAS ZAHUKSRI T 28 VI F225 2 55 6 THAUE - ARt fREI] VGM - AIREE
AN ESSHS - PLEEERA PR RIS AR - HETE 2 S H R TE A B IE A 2 A%
% BIESREENKNIREYISC - 1EF TG mER - MR B iR B ISR
R - DU a7 AR

M~ IMO i EEHERESRS 2 A

ARERRHE M EYE R EHE - 545 IMO ¥ VGM 58 Al - 51815 VOM Jiik ke 858 -
Kt SOLAS ANHFTHEARIEE - WfgHfFGa R -

4.1 RMHEMEHZHRE

fR4% TMO ) i MSC 33 ( ERHERS S BRI 22 24 B ) (Resolution A.714 (17))
DREE 5 HOE 1 EEER 9 RERHS - BB - AAnATE A BV AR B L LA
afl > AEAEOR FEIZER © (1) ZEHEA YA A LA SGEE 1B 5 (2) FEE BV R ety
it ELB R 5 (3) R B S 2SR E /Y 5 e (4) TEFUEMTRZIART - RATA FIIRAET -
BRI 2 R R A bl - HFERin RIZICEREREY) & DI
I M Sl B o

K SOLAS Z2KITHI T 25 VI 55 2 {56y 2002 -4 A 3 TEALHE : 58 1 16 : E2ehini
AL A E SRS ey Hod B VI ROR A i R Bl AR - BB HE R B 2 s
LB - ILEYVIERELIE MY - ER SR sGH SR EE M - HIERF & ait
Resolution A.714 (17) {5 - HHMERBILARGEERE 7 ER B B T BRI AR B 5 56 2
H AR BEEE LSRR 5 26 3 1H - AERYEAT - FREAERE YR
H e BRE S T L B B

%1 MO PO i (ISR BORE L BB o R A ~ B ~ i
RERMEYERAE - WARHISOREEHFHEASEREYEE - 52 SOLAS AfJEHE
BRI T 28 VI FEER 2 REH 3 TEME - BV A RHEmRLE AR M - R EY) B EEAGE
SCPERTE—E R AR ERTE A EIE A VOM AR AR R BB 5 HORGE
X IRRELRIERY] VGM - R ZORGEE N A A 254 -

42 HESERERSRESRA

& IMO FiTJ MSC Safahn - ERL L) K G/ MEZR B - #llt (s iamq
EHERISHSRFR) - BsHERA MSC.1/Cire.1475 ¥ fEREHEFIEIT SOLAS A% VGM 2
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AL o HAFEIHIZE 4 B > HRGEAKE VOM BT - WS R e AR SR T
K AGEARIER - BHRAELI - FRIFMREHAR BIHAE - ZaHAm TR
fEZEARHIER: VGM -

42.1 BEHEEERERSE2HE

IRTREIFHIEE 5 BRAHE - FLEAS 2 AR VOM » AREES 1 3850 1 3086 - /5
1 SERERER AR ER - R A TSR R B B = TP o S 1 38
52 FOHE - 51k 2 RBEAN (ELHRZHE=T7) nIFETE EEIERIEN - BRI -
BERFIH AN R BRI < B - WA AR A SR B S sl E B 5 8 SRR e
Ttk - 2R R B S S BRI - SRR AR B A R R =TT B R
f S BLZE TSRS AR B S AR - DUEREE ARk 2 #E1T VGM - 4k SOLAS 2K
QLS8 VIESE 2 6655 5 BTG 20K - R EMRESRT - FRE AR K 7925 VGM - F6E
ARHESAIEE =I5 A a2, » EF AT 25 p 5 F AL HIRE -
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